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(DRAFT)

General

At the National Coordinators meeting held in Cevre Koleji, Istanbul / Turkey 2005, the majority of the NCs stated that the “Discover Your City” worksheets have been liked very much by the SEMEP teachers and students. Based on this common desire, NCs have decided to keep the same topic “Discover your City” for the next 2-4 years with changing sub-titles. “Discover Your City; History and Culture from a Sustainable Perspective” was agreed as the topic of the 2005-2006 SEMEP term. The sub-titles of the corresponding term will be decided at the NCs meeting each year. It was also decided that the creativity will be the leading concern of the SEMEP project activities.

Work Sheets

1. Competitions

Under this title 4 competitions are suggested. Two of them can be organized within schools and the remaining two between schools. But, our advice is to organize all between schools. Each SEMEP school is expected to perform at least one within and one between schools competition. 

· Painting Competition (within School) 

· Model Competition (within school)

· Orienteering (between schools)

· Knowledge Competition (between schools)

Painting Competition: This competition is organized by the SEMEP team of the school. The participants from the same school are asked to paint a structure (such as building, street, statue, park, tree, mountain, ship, animal, etc.) which is historically or culturally important for the city within a certain time (1-3 hours) period. The painting should be carried out at the site. A set jury of experts makes the evaluations and elects the best three to be awarded. Same competition can be repeated several times at different locations among different participants. The competition process and the awarded paintings are exhibited at the SEMEP Day organization.

Model Competition: This competition is also organized by the SEMEP team of the school. The participants from the same school are asked to make models of a structure (such as building, street, statue, park, tree, mountain, ship, animal, etc.) which is historically or culturally important for the city, by using different materials such as wood, card board, plastic bottles, matches, shells, cans, etc. within a certain time (1-3 months) period. The models are made at home or at the school. An information sheet is also attached to the model. The sheet should contain information about the historical and cultural importance of the structure as well as information related to its specific characters such as materials used, architectural features, social and environmental functions, etc. A set jury of experts makes the evaluations and elects the best three to be awarded. Same competition can be repeated several times for different structures among different participants. The competition process and the awarded models are exhibited at the SEMEP Day organization.

Orienteering: This competition should be organized either by the coordinating school or by one of the schools voluntarily. At this event the SEMEP teachers and students are expected to be organizers rather than competitors. The goal of the competition is to follow a predetermined route by visiting a series of marked points in sequence. The competitors were given a text written in a secret code to help them to follow the path. At each point the competitors will find additional clues which will explain them how to get to the next point. The team who arrives the final point in the shortest time is the winner. It is advised to locate the starting and finishing points closer to each other. In this case competition may be started from both points. By putting certain time intervals between different teams several teams compete in a relatively short time. A team may be made of 3-5 students. The route should be safe enough for the competing students.

This contest can be organized in a league format among the SEMEP schools.

Knowledge Competition: the purpose of this competition is to expand the information level of the audience as well as participants on the history and the culture of the related settlement. Settlement can be either a city, or a town, or a suburb where the school is located or where the majority of the students come from. This competition may also be organized as a league between the SEMEP schools spread over the whole term. A team may be made of 3-5 students. A jury is needed for the impartial evaluations.

History Writing

Under this heading the levels are considered. 

1. History of My Family

2. History of My School
3. History of My Habitat

The concept of History is to be taken with its broadest meaning covering cultural aspects too.

History of My Family: This covers the whole family and the person his/herself. Old record, photographs, interviews with elderly forming the tree of family, etc are the methods of writing the history of Family. This sort of information and documents must be compiled in a chronological manner and all of these should be interrelated with local habitat and culture.

History of My School: The same approach is to be applied at this level too. 

History of My Habitat: Habitat means the area in which I am living. It can be a street, a suburb, a village, a town or a city. The participants are advised to prefer to study their closest habitats. The interactions between the person and the habitat are to be taken into consideration. For instance the interaction between a person and the Bosporus Bridge is matter of study but on the other hand same bridge can be compared with the other bridges of the world from different points of view.

Discover Your City:
The sub-titles (surveys, interviews, catalogue, collection and sightseeing tours) of the previous worksheet can also be studied from historical and cultural perspectives for the 2005-2006 SEMEP term. Focusing on history and culture will be the major difference from previous year.  For these studies sustainability will be the leading concern.

Debates on Sustainability at Local Level

Platforms of discussion on sustainability between students of either the same school or between the SEMEP students of different schools are to be created in order to make the students aware of this important concept. Lectures, panel discussions, etc. can be organized by the SEMEP teachers and Schools.

Visual and Auditory Performances: Upon request, SEMEP schools can organize theatre, song and poetry shows emphasizing the historical and cultural diversity of the habitat. Introduction of an historical instrument or the theatrical performance of a cultural story or legend can be given as examples. 

